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PPS RECORDS FOR 
225 Carpenter Street 
PLAT 28, LOT 1064 

 
Previously known as 126 Carpenter Street 1868-1895 

  
HENRY STRATER HOUSE 

Built 1868 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
225 Carpenter Street is a 2-1/2 story, slate mansard, shingle house, with gable  
dormers, and bracketed bay and sidehall entry hood.  
 
The house stands on the north side of Carpenter Street, between Vinton Street and 
Battey Street.  The lot is the third lot east of Vinton Street and has about 30.59 feet of 
frontage on Carpenter Street. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
In December 1867, silversmith Henry Strater purchased a lot from carpenter John F. 
Arnold.  He filed an intent-to-build permit in January 1868.  According to the tax ledger, 
a building on this site was assessed in May 1868; its address at the time was 126 
Carpenter Street.  Henry Strater owned and lived in 126 Carpenter Street until he sold 
the property to Lillian W. Richards on May 13, 1873.  That deed was never recorded, 
and she sold the property to William R. Richards for $5,000 in December 1873 
(recorded March 20, 1874.)  William Richards was a jewelry manufacturer and owned 
W. R. Richards & Co.   
 
In 1895, the city directory and map show that #126 Carpenter Street had changed to 
#225 Carpenter Street.  Throughout the years, the lot has undergone other subdivision 
and merge changes, as well.  More recently in 2005, lot number 1058 (225 Carpenter 
Street) containing 7,274 sq. ft. along with lot number 1059 (84 Vernon Street) formed 
new lots 1063 and 1064.   
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
For more than two centuries after Providence was first settled in 1636, most 
development was concentrated on the east and west sides of the Providence River.  
While several principal roads leading from the original settlement area to points west 
were constructed in the early 18th century (including Westminster Street by 1714, and 
Cranston Street by 1717), very little development followed.  (An exception was the tiny 
residential enclave at Hoyle Square, at the intersection of Westminster and Cranston 

 
1 Sanderson, Edward F. and William McKenzie Woodward.  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic 
Resources (Providence, 1986), pp. 37-39; Broadway-Armory Historic District National Register 
nomination. 
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Streets, established 1739.)  Today’s West End neighborhood, several miles west of the 
settled area of town, was rural until the middle of the 19th century, characterized 
principally by large farms and country estates. 
 
By 1835, extensive urbanization of the West End was underway, concentrated in the 
area between Broadway (laid out in 1834) and Cranston Street.  Carpenter Street, 
settled mostly by the city’s rapidly growing middle class, was among the mostly densely 
developed of the new streets in this area by mid-century.   
 
Between 1860 and 1930 the entire West End neighborhood became a densely built and 
populated residential enclave.  This change coincided with a period in Providence’s 
history that saw unprecedented levels of industrial production and economic prosperity, 
huge increases in population (much of it from foreign immigration), an expansion of the 
city’s physical size, significant improvements in public transportation and utilities, and a 
building boom in new construction. 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing building within the 
Broadway-Armory Historic District.  The NR nomination identifies 225 Carpenter St as 
House (ca 1860s.)  
   
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate XV shows the future site of 225 Carpenter lies on a parcel of land identified as 
“William Richmond, 15 acres Part of the Homestead Farm of Ebenezer Dexter.”  The 
parcel lies north of “Plainfield or Great Post Road” (Westminster Street,) east of 
Whitman Lane (Knight Street) and west of Williams Lane (Battey Street.) 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page C2 (14).  The map shows a block 
bounded by Carpenter Street on the south, Jones Street (now Vinton Street) on the 
west, Vernon Street on the north, and Battey Street on the east.  There is no house 
constructed on the third lot east of Jones Street. 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 3 (Ward 7), Plate D 
shows the block bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, Vernon and Battey Streets.  A frame 
house exists on a 3,518 sq. ft. lot—the third lot east of Vinton—numbered 126.  No 
owner is identified.  There are hydrants on the streets and a horse car line on Broadway 
and Westminster Street.  
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 14, shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, Vernon and Battey Streets.  A frame house exists on the 
third lot east of Vinton Street.  No house number or owner is identified.  The area is 
developed, with water and sewer lines on all streets. 
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1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 10, shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, Vernon and Battey Street.  Carpenter, Fountain, and 
Vinton Streets converge at Richmond Square.  A frame house exists on a 3,518 sq. ft. 
lot—the third lot east of Vinton—numbered 225.  No owner is identified.   
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 28, shows the block bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, 
Vernon and Battey Streets.  Carpenter, Fountain and Vinton Streets converge at 
Decatur Square.  The third lot east of Vinton Street is identified as Lot #72 and contains 
3,518 sq. ft.  No owners or house numbers are shown.  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co.: Plate 3 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, Vernon and Battey Streets.  Carpenter, Fountain and 
Vinton Streets converge at Decatur Square.  On the third lot east of Vinton Street, there 
is a frame house, owned by W. R. Richards Hrs. on a 3,518 sq. ft. lot.  The lot is 
numbered 225.   
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.:  Plate 8 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, Vernon, and Battey Streets.  #225 Carpenter Street is a 
frame house on the third lot east of Vinton Street.  It sits on a 3,518 sq. ft. lot owned by 
J. H. Rowley.   
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 8 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, Vernon and Battey Streets.  #225 Carpenter Street is a  
frame house on the third lot east of Vinton Street.  It sits on a 3,518 sq. ft. lot owned by 
C. DiMaio.  Carpenter, Fountain and Vinton Streets converge at Decatur Square.    
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co.: Plate 8 shows the block 
bounded by Carpenter, Vinton, Vernon and Battey Streets.  #225 Carpenter Street is a  
frame house on the third lot east of Vinton Street.  It sits on a 3,518 sq. ft. lot owned by 
C. DiMaio.  There is a stone or concrete garage in the rear. Carpenter, Fountain and 
Vinton Streets converge at Decatur Square.   There is a street car line on Westminster 
Street. 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 179 Page 422:  On December 12, 1867, John F.  Arnold and Amey A. 
Arnold of Providence in consideration of $1,225 sold to Henry Strater of Providence a 
certain lot of land on Carpenter Street on the northerly side of Carpenter Street at the 
southeasterly corner of William E. Richmond’s land to run northerly with his land 100’ 
then easterly at right angles 35’ then southerly at right angles 100’ to the line of the 
street then westerly 35’.  
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit (RG 102, Series AN 20358) issued to Henry Strater on January 3, 1868 to build 
upon the north side of Carpenter Street near Fountain Street.   
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Permit #937, issued to Henry B. Harris, estate owner, on March 26, 1881 for 126 
Carpenter Street to build a wooden addition 20’ high to be used for shop and dwelling.  
NOTE:  This permit contains an error pertaining to ownership and/or address.  Other 
records show that W.R. Richards purchased the property in 1873 and still occupied the 
house in 1881.   
 
Permit #1106, issued to W.R. Richards, owner, on July 21, 1881, to build a new roof on 
a two-story wood building about 27’ high on the west side of Carpenter Street #126 at 
the junction of Fountain.  John H. Richards, builder. 
 
Permit #12106, issued to W. R. Richards, on September 15, 1897, to build a veranda on 
house at 225 Carpenter Street. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
NOTE:  In 1860’s #126 Carpenter Street was Plat 28 Lot 72. 
 
Ledger B1/Page 74:  On September 16, 1874, John F. Arnold owned Plat 28 Lot 72 
containing 4,237 sq. ft.  The land was valued at $847.00; there was no value for any 
buildings.  A note was made that the property was sold to H. Strater recorded in Book 
179 Page 422; the date May 12, 1868 refers to the tax record that follows. 
 
Ledger B5/Page 68:  On May 12, 1868, Henry Strater owned Plat 27 Lot 72 containing 
3,518 sq. ft.  The land was valued at $703 and a building was valued at $2,800. 
 
Ledger B5/Page 68:  In June 1871, Henry Strater owned Plat 28 Lot 72 containing 
3,518 sq. ft.  The land was valued at $1,231 and building was valued at $2,800. 
 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894 and again since 
1937. 
 
1867-1868 No record of occupancy 
1869-1873  Henry Strater, silversmith, lived at 126 Carpenter Street 
1874 William R. Richards, manufacturing jeweler, lived at 126 Carpenter 

Street. 
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1895 Charles A. Richards, precious stones, and William R. Richards 

lived at 225 Carpenter Street. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
NOTE:  Chain of Title Cards, including transfer cards and dropped lot cards, could not 
be found. 
 
Other Assessor records show the following:  
 
Crescent Partners, LLC owned the property as of March 12, 2001. Ref DB 4615/341. 
 
New lot number recorded August 31, 2005.  Ref DWG #20050602-02 Book 67, Page 
96. 
 
Use changed to 3 Condo Units.  Ref DB 7574/251 
 
Sheryl T. Gibson owned Unit 1 in 2006 
Todd C. Waite owned Unit 2 in 2006 
Jeffrey Dana owned Unit 3 in 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Judith A. Barlow 
October  2006 
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